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The Siteofthe Dead Sea Scrolls

Excavation revealed a complex of buildings
Jewish sect (Essenes) produced the scrolls.
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Reconstruction indicates community of 200
using the nearby caves for storage and living quarters.
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Two-storied Scriptorium where scrolls were copied and stored



Scribes used benches for writing the scrolls,
or for sewing together the leaves of parchment
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AD 66
Jews revolted
against Rome

Sect hid Scrolls
IN jars In caves

Scroll jars



AD 68
Roman Tenth Legion
destroyed settlement
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Bedouin Sheik, Muhammad Hammad Ubiayt
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Large-style Hasmonean era
cooking pot

This ovid store jar
(made In Jerusalem)
still sealed with a bowl lid
contained wine




Excavations on the Qumran Plateau
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Excavations on the Qumran Plateau
Bones collected for DNA analysis
Scrolls on parchment |- RS a5 §

(un-tanned sheepskin)
analysed for DNA
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Classifying the Dead Sea Scrolls

(Apocrypha, Pseudepigraphd
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12 Biblical Scrolls In Paleo-Hebrew
(pre-exilic script)

Oldest - Genesis (4Q12)
Copied 300 B.C.



At AL LYY TAasd T’wyn nHusA .“ﬂ\ﬂ\’ X
\q TLTA1 110111 v pan> ’W'LYT’.‘EN

A 1N WA 1452 Nt AT dMes

""3\’/ ATV LA et ey i alaees
11 ﬁlmj\/i n-\"\_')‘\r\ VPALLY ANV pong m‘mq v o LS ,
0 1 B 'ﬂ > g & -nmrr P\JH i M ik by S e v,wa.:v pead

o) o
’r? M?O"ﬂ ’ re 7

R

WAL M e ) Ay 2040 i DY ook Ny e B tr et o

-
Ao X

A8y 44 Tﬂ‘\ VLI R ¢ oE o ‘?u;r: s ,:.\i\:-'":::' e
AT A aan Hitea B NANT Aps T “’"':, ’,fr&wu;\fmm L *
P 5 14w B LS N M 1|y ht\:& A ﬂ\fnmm4m Frsh BN ¥ (i
Pz s N ﬁ‘Dﬂ.:m REY \"“"“"3 s s«f | ey ;.‘L:, »
QAN Tam ‘D 343 N1 '\W 4 i-; 1 ) Ny .
A AR NN 19MIRAT A R N 1A :
e a2 e A

View Prophecies Predicting Messiah
As Did New Testament Writers
“Plerced”
“Resurrected”



| - 1 i
"y :pl_;’v--w-ﬁb’,.v-'..,\nd VWY RPN NS ey s

-ty \v;s..‘ ) WIVA P U3 s ‘(\1? { ‘MP."JJN
J\“‘ ITOH A luva o 1) AEe AR bry pavt e ey
g VR gt AL WA ALY 92D DAt T
S v

Y )”‘uwt v\-mu Y AR
‘,,‘ m‘“ 'z,'""tw“‘\ﬂ‘-\ 3)‘)’ L“)“ww*
VA e e
51!11* LA

LA AtEY
-

NAS WAS e e

.
AN

L Rl
W HALS Al V'" m;\) ~y tv o
I AT IHAT LT A, WY W‘«'\M L !
y\y!\’\ LLUR Ll S v‘n/a W KPAYIRD
B AR KA ST -ax YIPAIYTVUS Y ™y
A \L- 430 MM TARw Pt A3 s‘nv.: s Mg
3 I NA u.yn-s\ﬂnm\m LI0 g ALY NAYSAT DAY B
FA RS B yoat B3 1 e TS 9
a WEWMNSaA e vkssﬂwmg‘mm&v;mww
1 ! YW yﬁm\mm'T-(
AT A k) \" VI U TS YIA GO ARy
TAVEIOY Wy el IS 43150 U 00 AT e STPVn mEtAn

e it

v
.

2 P3NP VAR I T YR A KN Y A SRR A Y 20 & 5 1
ﬂ"t\!*'“ 'hv‘s\v“-! e u-'*d wavn u!'d W --Ln Ly n\‘ "g«y;-n VIS K S YRR S s
TN WA TASAN Y xova e y e PO, g YW R TnTg- 1,33\31

TAEST WYUNJ § WK AR (A gy o

PORN A MO L N WS AR A T R AN g

i\ \
W YRt TRIRIVNE KIPALS wigh maa ) samas KAy Vvl W
YIRS WO
'
APV AYIEREY TS AV SRS S0V A X VA S ‘U.’

ST ¥ RS M0Ms WAy virvs R Wb e xh v vuay

[
PRUAW TS WY nY
X 1

Arhystm e My

- ot ]’5%‘0&-»1:

u-"mw" w‘«vmf}x-w\ =3
{mnvi SR ‘wwu\ﬁunm\\'gﬂn m“f
'..r\‘("'(l‘ "TJ""W M AALE ALY AT A 0 3 .
-\‘mt«w " am)wm 3sytn
awv*«m\’ VATH IR
ey ‘LU:"":" T S ST W0 W\"
YOV Aty x; mwmww-\mun‘“
S hq wu‘\w}-\m\"v Ny Akt
YAV PSS o SRS T IR A viogs

¥
-

\',! -amvl... —

[
SKAPATABE HHAATS G UPIEI
i Add2 et AL ALY AV T A SN A
,\mw\nw.. ™ ”""""""9‘" i
& Ve - 9 5 ywa ganda iy
SR AT 204} A A v,
3 O e VT AR S A 1
p«'\‘ Ny AR T CPAY Y I NSO R
L

%
<
3

-

L
Fis

l'l'“
ANy S TATTIG ae HOR N

~u:;uvy\'~avplmu1u~w_> ')M"Wﬂ"t‘\‘l*\ T e v
WEI WAV 5h wriay wka woenr ks ox yei ke s ba sk E

APINFARS o

S PN NS TSN BT HVATIAIR
xina b o vt RIAR TIPA Y Ay

\m.“:u.‘., ATEA YA, ot T R =
‘..,‘,,\,~,A,, I LEAA m"x‘nvcw

,\.._.‘. vwm;u\v\%-sm\m

r.n:m KL ,_M .ﬂ"’\‘\nﬂ)m HVeRy VU 3

Great Isaiah Scroll in Paleo-Hebrew from Cave 1
One Complete Intact Scroll

(Symbols mark Messianic passages)



Earliest New Testament Text

Jeremiah

705

Cave 7's roof and sides Greek fragments
eroded away (7Q3-18)



Earliest New Testament Text

Cave 7's roof and sides

(7Q5)

have eroded away.



Earliest New Testament Text
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Mark 6:52-53



Earliest New Testament Text

4 ) : i d
e y - i e, ,':, L '
# " *-_ § >
Ll £y k e 4§ K =
2 il s, elllll al
: o T
A If‘* p ==

Baeif
[ s A et 7
h™]|gon ei BT evvnoapét

al proRvgrBlghsan.



Earliest New Testament Text
Spanish papyrologist Jose O Callaghan

7Q6A-Mk 428

7Q15-Mark 6:48

7Q5-Mk.6:52, 5%

7Q7-Mk.12:17

7Q6B—~A.27:38 “h & & t

L Ro, b F Oy b b

7Q4—1Tim.3:16, 4:1-3 %

7QIO—=2Pet 115 Before 68 AD

7Q8—Js.1:25, 24  Style (papyrology) indicates 50 AD


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jos%C3%A9_O%C2%B4Callaghan_Mart%C3%ADnez
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Accuracy of Textual Transmission

VIRTNRIDRWINNDTIWRRIIN - 1986
wRIaDTERmIMEIIEYYy - 1999
gD Iy ORI R - 1864
Synomsisr iRy - 1T
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P ITDTER VIR Y I NORn 1393
RO 2272 P IR 1244
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BITAT ORI - 1044
PYDPIRDTERRIPINIONG - 1538
ROIPAORD DY INIADRINPE - 1510
TMERMRNPTIYRIIRTIE - 1012
MRIPOBITRRT YR - 1740

TWRR - 1885
total 28292

Every letter was
counted!
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Aleppo Codex

Masoretic Text

AD 1 AD 500 AD 900



Aleppo Codex

Isaiah Scroll

5

Masoretic Text

L
=
O
)
©
Q
U)
>
©
O
A

AD 900

AD 500

AD 1

125 BC



Isaiah Scroll Aleppo Codex

How Do They Compare?

ldentical, Word-For-Word
In More Than 95% Of The Text

Less Than 5% Variation
(tense and spelling errors)



Aleppo Codex

Isaiah Scroll

How Do They Compare?

No Substant
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Latest OT Autograph " Oldest Dead Sea Scroll
Written About Written About

BC 325 BC 300

Less Than A Generation Removed
(The Generation Closest To Original)



Latest OT Autograph " Oldest Dead Sea Scroll
Written About Written About

BC 325 BC 300

Less Than A Generation Removed
(The Generation Closest To Original)



Earliest New Testament Text

Proof N.T. Written
During Lifetime Of Eye Witnesses
Before Events Foreseen In Prophecy




Significance For Darwin

-~ “But1was very unwilling to
give up my belief,—...”



Significance For Darwin

- “But I was very unwilling to
give up my belief;—...
I can well remember often
inventing day-dreams of
- \# old letters between
% distinguished Romans and
® % manuscripts being discovered
EEESSA®  at Pompeii or elsewhere ...



Significance For Darwin

Vo

“But I was very unwilling to
give up my belief;—...

I can well remember often
inventing day-dreams of

old letters between

. distinguished Romans and

'\ manuscripts being discovered
EEEESEES  at Pompeii or elsewhere

which confirmed in the most striking manner all that

was written in the Gospels.”



Significance For Darwin

Refused Evidence

~_ But| found it more and more
= difficult, ...
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Significance For Darwin

Refused Evidence

. But I found it more and more
difficult, ...1 can indeed hardly

see how anyone ought to wish

- \# Christianity to be true; for if so
% . the plain language of the text

® % seems to show that the men

s \Who do not believe, and this

would include my Father, Brother and almeost all my

best friends, will be everlastingly punished. ...



Significance For Darwin

Refused Evidence

-~ But | found it more and more

difficult, ...1 can indeed hardly
see how anyone ought to wish
- \# Christianity to be true; for If so

"% . the plain language of the text
® % seems to show that the men

o  who do not believe, and this

would include my Father, Brother and almeost all my
best friends, will be everlastingly punished. And this Is

a damnable doctrine."



ComParc Other Early Manuscripts

Date Writ. | Earliest M. | Num. Of M. Orig. to M.




Quoted Manuscripts

Early Church Fathers Wrote
Commentaries

Over One Million
Quotations Of NT

“...If all other sources of our knowledge of text
of the New Testament were destroyed, would
be sufficient alone for the reconstruction of
practically the entire New Testament.”

Bruce Metzger & Bart Ehrman



5,600
Manuscripts

Av. 405 pages each

+10,000 MSS +5,000 MSS

Latin Coptic, Syriac, Georgian,
Eithiopic, Armenian



Very Early Manuscripts

&Y % s Century- 2 confirmed fragments
\ x> ft 8 probable fragments
D 16 contested fragments

No Substantive Variants!



Director
(For 21 years)
British Museum Of Natural History

“It cannot be too strongly asserted that in substance
the text of the Bible is certain: especially is this the
case with the New Testament. ...”



Director
(For 21 years)
British Museum Of Natural History

“The number of manuscripts of the New Testament,
of early translations from it, and of quotations from it
in the oldest writers of the Church, is so large that it
IS practically certain that the true reading of every
doubtful passage is preserved in some one or other
of these ancient authorities.”



Director
(For 21 years)
British Museum Of Natural History

“This can be said of no other ancient book in the world.”



Isaiah 40
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When the bf‘cﬁiét oFtlﬂe LORD blows

upon it; Surelg the Peoole are grass. 8

-

The grass withers, the flower fades, But









ComPare Other E:arly Manuscripts
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Title Date Writ. | Earliest M. I Num. Of M. | Orig. to M. I

Homer 700 BC 300 BC 677 400 yrs
Herodotus| 424 BC | AD 900 8 B24yrs
Plato 335 BC | AD 900 7 1235 yrs
Aristotle | 384-322B | AD 1100 49 1222 yrs
Ceasar | 100-44 | AD 900 10 944 yrs
Josephus AD 70 AD 400 | 9 %350 yrs
Tacitus AD 100 AD 900 20 800 yrs
N.T. |AD35-100| AD 66-125 | 5366

<50 yrs



